
 





 
PUBLIC BANKS: 

* Make affordable loans to small 

businesses, farmers, government 

entities, and students 

* Save taxpayers up to 50% on critical 

infrastructure like bridges and trains 

and schools  

* Eliminate billions in bank fees and money management fees for cities and states 

* Support a vibrant community banking sector & enable sustainable prosperity 

When Craig Brandt marched into the City Council chambers in Oakland, California, in the summer of 2015, 

he was furious about fraud.  The long-time local attorney and father of two had been following the fallout 

from the Libor scandal, a brazen financial scam that saw some of the biggest banks on Wall Street illegally 

manipulate international interest rates in order to boost their profits. By some estimates, the scheme cost 

cities and states around the country well over $6 billion. In June of 2015, Citigroup, JPMorgan Chase, and 

Barclays, among other Libor-rigging giants, pleaded guilty to felony charges related to the conspiracy and 

agreed to pay more than $2.5 billion in criminal fines to US regulators. But, for Brandt, that wasn’t enough. 

He wanted the banks banished, blocked from doing business in his city. 

“The city councilors said they couldn’t do it,” Brandt says. “If they did, they wouldn’t have a bank left to work 

with. They said there wouldn’t be any bank big enough to take the city’s deposits.” Oakland, it seemed, was 

hopelessly dependent on ethically dubious and occasionally criminal financial titans. Brandt, however, was 

undeterred. 

After the City Council turned him down, he started looking for other ways to wean Oakland off Wall Street. 

That’s when he fell in with a group of locals who have been nursing an audacious idea. They want their city to 

take radical action to combat plutocracy, inequality, and financial dislocation. They want their city to do 

something that hasn’t been done in this country in nearly a century, not since the trust-busting days of the 

Progressive Era. They want their city to create a bank—and, strange as the idea may seem, it’s not some 

utopian scheme. It’s a cause that’s catching on. 

 Across the country, community activists, mayors, city council members, and more are waking up to the 

power and the promise of public banks. Such banks are established and controlled by cities or states, rather 

than private interests. They collect deposits from government entities—from school districts, from city tax 

receipts, from state infrastructure funds—and use that money to issue loans and support public priorities. 

They are led by independent professionals but accountable to elected officials. Public banks are a way, 

supporters say, to build local wealth and resist the market’s predatory predilections. They are a way to end 

municipal reliance on Wall Street institutions, with their high fees, their scandal-ridden track records, and 

their vile investments in private prisons and pipelines. They are a way, at long last, to manage money in the 

public interest.  



We are organizing a group of local 

high school and middle school 

students to build a robot that can play 

chess. The robot will be featured at a 

Freestyle Chess Tournament which 

will take place in New Rochelle in 

October. Our first two team members 

are New Rochelle High School 

students Zaleik Walsh and Julian Harris. 

The design will be based on Joey Meyer's Raspbery Turk. The Raspberry Turk is 

completely open source and is written almost entirely in Python, runs on a Raspberry Pi, and 

incorporates aspects of computer vision, data science, machine learning (a form of AI or 

Artificial Intelligence), robotics, 3D printing, and—of course—chess. 

“In the past,” says Andrew Ng, chief scientist at Baidu Research and founder of the “Google 

Brain” project, “a lot of S&P 

500 CEOs wished they had 

started thinking sooner than 

they did about their Internet 

strategy. I think five years from 

now there will be a number of 

S&P 500 CEOs that will wish 

they’d started thinking earlier 

about their AI strategy.” 

Even the Internet metaphor 

doesn’t do justice to what AI 

with deep learning will mean, 

in Ng’s view. “AI is the new 

electricity,” he says. “Just as 

100 years ago electricity 

transformed industry after 

industry, AI will now do the 

same.” 



 

350 South Sixth Avenue, Mount Vernon, NY 10550 
Phone: 914-668-9580  Fax: 914-668-1902  Email: info@bgcmvny.org 

We serve more than 1,200 youth in a variety of programs.  The Club's 

focus is on developing today's youth into tomorrow's leaders! Our 

main goal is to have every Club Member be on path to graduate from 

high school with a viable plan for their future. 

 



Jimi Hendrix. Richard Wright. 

Harriet Tubman. Maya Angelou. 

Frederick Douglass. 

All hold a significant place in history and each has 

been honored for their accomplishments by being 

featured on a U.S. postage stamp. 

The Association of Community-Based Artists of 

Westchester (ACBAW) marks its 40th year with an 

exhibit of gallery-sized commemorative U.S. Postal 

Service stamps featuring groundbreaking African 

Americans from every walk of life. 

Saleem Sullivan, president of ACBAW, said this is 

the first time this particular layout of stamps has 

been presented in the U.S.  The association 

purchased the black heritage stamps from national 

groups including The Ebony Society of Philatelic Events and Reflections (ESPER) and The Black 

Heritage Commemorative Society. “It’s the first 

time it’s been transferred from book to gallery-size,” 

said Sullivan. 

Billy Thomas came up with the idea of the stamp 

retrospective for the Mount Vernon audience. “This 

is a taste of (local residents) understanding the 

broader picture,” said Thomas, ACBAW vice 

president and curator. 

William “Billy” Thomas began working at the Mount 

Vernon Boys’ Club (MVBC) in 1955. Over the next 

22 years he rose from athletic to program to camp and finally to Executive Director. In 1968, he was 

drafted into the United States Army and serve in Vietnam. Mr. Thomas also worked for over 20 

years in the New Rochelle School District as a special education teacher. 

Through the end of 2017; 1-5 p.m. Saturdays only 

Call for additional times and group reservations 

ACBAW, 128 South Fourth Avenue, Mount Vernon 

914-473-5788   ACBAW.com 

From left, Saleem Sullivan, president of 

the board, curator Billy Thomas and 

treasurer Ennis Bennett at the center in 

Mount Vernon Jan. 3, 2017. (Photo: Tania 

Savayan/The Journal News) 

http://www.acbaw.com/


Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are 

wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by 

day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for 

us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our 

eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is 

seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 

~ 2 Corinthians 4 : 16 -18





 



Americans are very religious, but we know very little about religion. In a USA Today article, 

“Americans get an ‘F’ in religion,” Boston University Professor Stephen Prothero offers a 

remedy: 

Prothero’s solution is to require middle-schoolers to take a course in world religions 

and high schoolers to take one on the Bible. Biblical knowledge also should be melded 

into history and literature courses where relevant. 

Noah of Arc and his wife, Joan, build a boat to survive a great flood. Moses climbs Mount 

Cyanide and receives 10 enumerated commandments; for all the differences among religious 

denominations, the Ten Commandments are a common bedrock that Jews, Catholics and 

Protestants agree on. 

Sodom and his wild girlfriend, Gomorrah, soon set the standard for what not to do. They are 

turned to pillars of salt. 

The Virgin Mary, a young Christian woman, conceives Jesus immaculately and gives birth to 

him in a Jerusalem manger. Jesus, backed by the Twelve Apostles and their wives, the 

Epistles, proclaims what we call the Golden Rule: “Do one to others before they do one to 

you.” The Romans repeatedly crucify Jesus — at Cavalry, Golgotha and other sites — but he 

resurrects himself each time. 

Christianity spreads through the gospels, which differ on details but all provide eyewitness 

accounts of Jesus’s life from birth to death. Finally, Rome tires of throwing Christians to 

lions and becomes the first country to adopt Christianity as its religion. The Bible is 

translated from the original English into countless languages. 

How many mistakes do you find? Source: Nicholas Kristof 

http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/religion/2007-03-07-teaching-religion-cover_N.htm
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/04/27/opinion/sunday/kristof-religion-for-1000-alex.html


 

 
 

“Did not the Messiah have to suffer 
these things and then enter his glory?” 

~ Luke 24 : 26 



When you look out into the world remember that you are seeing the past. That is to 

say, what you see before you has happened. Science, logic and waking consciousness all 

deal with things that have happened. Science and reason can only predict what will 

happen if what will happen repeats what has happened. They cannot predict absolute 

novelty. The creativity of religion, mythology, and dream consciousness is the present. 

It is becoming. It is our very becoming. And a person with an intuition on that level can 

intuit the destiny of nations. 

Waking consciousness, science, rational life, perfectly good but don’t try to interpret 

religion and your dreams in terms of reason. And don’t try to interpret faith in terms of 

science and logic. Religious imagery is telling you what is becoming. Reason is telling 

you what has become. The mystery of life is on the level of faith and dreams. So have 

faith, keep praying, and don’t be afraid to dream. 

Our t-shirts are: 
 Grown in the USA 

 Certified organic cotton 

 Made in the Carolinas 

 Transparent supply chain 

 Water-based inks 

 Environmentally-friendly print process 

 Medium weight: 5.4 oz 

Be proud each and every day you wear your tee knowing that your purchase 

supports more than 500 American jobs! Since it’s made from super-comfortable 

ringspun cotton, you’ll want to wear it every day. And because it’s made from a 

medium weight (5.4 oz) fabric that’s constructed for durability, you can actually 

wear it every day without it showing signs of wear. 



“Health care is a human right, not a privilege” 
Steven M. Safyer, MD, is President and Chief Executive 

Officer of Montefiore Medicine, one of New York’s 

premiere academic health systems. He is a former long-

term resident of New Rochelle and when former Mayor 

Michael Bloomberg proposed a citywide ban on 

supersize sodas, he did so in the lobby of a Montefiore 

hospital, flanked by Dr. Safyer and physicians. 

Dr. Safyer took the helm of Montefiore in 2008 after 

three decades at the hospital, starting as an intern and 

resident who later spent years caring for inmates at 

Rikers Island. He is a champion for a single standard of 

healthcare quality and access regardless of social or economic circumstances, he led the way for Montefiore 

to set a new standard for equitable healthcare systems. Dr. Safyer tells Montefiore employees that “health 

care is a human right, not a privilege.” 

“There are many places that provide sophisticated medical care,” said Dr. Allen Spiegel, dean of the Albert 

Einstein College of Medicine of Yeshiva University, whose students and faculty practice and conduct 

research at Montefiore through a close partnership. “There are relatively few places that are as responsible 

for the social and community care as Montefiore. This combination is somewhat unique in the country.” 

Under Dr. Safyer leadership, Montefiore is migrating away from what is a fee-for-service system and 

advancing the pre-payment or capitation model. Dr. Safyer: 

Most of the way care is paid for in this country is piece work – the more you do, the more you make. 

When you change that dynamic, the way you pay, you have to change the way you deliver care. 

Any kind of payment system is susceptible to overuse or underutilization of services, so you always 

have to aim for the highest quality. But if you’re being paid to keep people well or you manage their 

care, you shift the paradigm. 

Dr. Safyer’s has also led Montefiore to become a leader in anti-obesity efforts. It has offered zumba classes 

and cooking demonstrations in waiting rooms, and brought a farmers market to hospital grounds. It has 

worked with local officials to sponsor community health fairs where its doctors take blood pressure readings 

and give free diabetes and H.I.V. tests. 

In middle school, Dr. Safyer attended civil rights rallies for school integration, and at Cornell University, 

where he aspired to become a labor lawyer and earned a bachelor’s degree in labor relations, he protested 

the Vietnam War. Later, he said: “I decided that my mother was right and that it would be good for me to 

have a profession.” 

He returned to New York to take pre-med classes at Columbia University. He enrolled in medical school at 

Einstein, where he met his wife, and completed his residency in Montefiore’s social medicine program, 

which viewed medicine as an instrument of social justice and sent doctors into poor and underserved 

neighborhoods. His wife, Dr. Paula Marcus, is a geriatric psychiatrist at Montefiore; both of their daughters 

also work at hospitals. 



 

 



Based on Almost 1,500 people who have been 

married for 10+ years and are still happy in their 

relationships, this is what we learned: 

1. Be together for the right reasons. Before 

we even get into what you should do in your 

relationship, let’s start with what not to do. Do not 

get married because of… 

 Pressure from friends and family 

 Feeling like a “loser” because they were 

single and settling for the first person that came along 

 Being together for image—because the relationship looked good on paper (or in photos), not 

because the two people actually admired each other 

 Being young and naive and hopelessly in love and thinking that love would solve everything 

2. Have realistic expectations about relationships and romance. Love is a funny thing. In 

ancient times, people genuinely considered love a sickness. Parents warned their children against it, 

and adults quickly arranged marriages before their children were old enough to do something dumb 

in the name of their emotions. 

Romantic love is a trap designed to get two people to overlook each other’s faults long enough to get 

some babymaking done. It generally only lasts for a few years at most. True love—that is, deep, 

abiding love that is impervious to emotional whims or fancy—is a choice. It’s a constant 

commitment to a person regardless of the present circumstances. It’s a commitment to a person who 

you understand isn’t going to always make you happy—nor should they!—and a person who will 

need to rely on you at times, just as you will rely on them. 

 3. The most important factor in a relationship is not communication, but respect. The 

thing people with marriages going on 20, 30, or even 40 years talked about most was respect. They 

through sheer quantity of experience, have learned that communication, no matter how open, 

transparent and disciplined, will always break down at some point. Conflicts are ultimately 

unavoidable, and feelings will always be hurt. 

And the only thing that can save you and your partner, that can cushion you both to the hard 

landing of human fallibility, is an unerring respect for one another, the fact that you hold each other 

in high esteem, believe in one another — often more than you each believe in yourselves — and trust 

that your partner is doing his/her best with what they’ve got. 

Without that bedrock of respect underneath you, you will doubt each other’s intentions. You will 

judge their choices and encroach on their independence. You will feel the need to hide things from 

one another for fear of criticism. And this is when the cracks in the edifice begin to appear.   

More to come. 





I caught a Facebook post about 

Hip Hop God Sadat X and 

legendary Hip Hop producer Will 

Tell being at Apricots & Honey 

Wine and Spirits for a wine tasting. 

I thought it might be interesting 

since I never seen a wine label 

quite like this before. Both their 

red and white wines turned out to 

be very good, but the story behind 

the wine turned out to be far more 

fascinating. 

Turns out that True Wine Connoisseurs started out as a joke. One night, Will Tell, 

instead of the usual bottle of 

Hennessy, he took a bottle of cheap 

GatoNegro to the studio just because 

he thought it would be funny to hear 

Sadat make up a commercial about 

this wine. 

After that, Will started bringing a 

different—and better—wine to each 

session. They would film a new review and post it online. The fifth episode got 

something like 20,000 hits in a week. That’s when they knew that they were onto 

something. They then found they way into publications such as The Village 

Voice and The Wall Street Journal. 

Initially, they both knew very little 

about wine, so Will took a job 

with Winebow, a distribution network 

that reaches over 70 percent of the wine 

consumption in the United States. They 

also teamed up with sommelier and 

winemaker André Hueston Mack. Will 

now works full-time building True Wine Connoisseurs. 

Sadat X and Will Tell at Apricots & Honey Wine 

and Spirits in Mount Vernon, NY 



On October 6, 2016, an unprecedented $750 million plan to launch an ultra-fast internet service in 

Westchester County’s four largest cities (Mount Vernon, New Rochelle, White Plains and Yonkers) 

was unveiled as one of the most ambitious infrastructure projects since opening the Tappan Zee 

Bridge and Metro-North railroad. 

“What we’re learning is that digital 

infrastructure can be every bit as 

important (as roads and bridges),” New 

Rochelle Mayor Noam Bramson said. “As 

we come to rely on high-speed access to 

information – whether we are business, 

whether we are medical providers or 

whether we are residents – that kind of 

high-speed access is not going to be a 

luxury, it is going to be a requirement.” 

In the United States, the Federal 

Communications Commission (FCC) 

earlier this year voted 3-2 to redefined 

broadband as being at least 25 Mbps 

down and 3 Mbps up. The voted was 

divided along party lines, Chairman Tom 

Wheeler along with Commissioners 

Mignon Clyburn and Jessica 

Rosenworcel voted in favor of the new 

definition while Commissioners Michael 

O’Rielly and Ajit Pai voted against the new definition. 

This definition of broadband is still way too slow. In American cities like New York, you can buy a 

500 Mbps connection that’s 58 times faster than the U.S. average. Here’s the catch: It’ll cost you 

$300 a month, according to the New America Foundation’s Cost of Connectivity report. In Seoul, 

Hong Kong, and Tokyo, however, you can get twice the speed, a 1000 Mbps (1 Gigabit per second or 

Gbps) connection, for under $40 a month. In New York and Los Angeles for under $40, Time 

Warner Cable offers a 15 Mbps download and 1 Mbps upload connection. 

In the United States broadband is both more expensive and slower at the same time. And this is 

mostly due to government policy as Susan Crawford writes in Captive Audience: 

Instead of ensuring that everyone in America can compete in a global economy, instead of 

narrowing the divide between rich and poor, instead of supporting competitive free markets 

for American inventions that use information—instead, that is, of ensuring that America will 

lead the world in the information age—U.S. politicians have chosen to keep Comcast and its 

fellow giants happy. 

Yonkers mayor Mike Spano speaks about the joint initiative 

to pursue gigabit broadband with New Rochelle mayor 

Noam Bramson, left, Bill Mooney, CEO of the Westchester 

County Association, White Plains mayor Tom Roach and 

Mount Vernon mayor Richard Thomas, Oct. 6, 2016 in 

White Plains. (Photo: Tania Savayan/The Journal News) 

http://www.fiercetelecom.com/story/broadband-now-defined-25-mbps-fcc-says/2015-01-29
http://www.fiercetelecom.com/story/broadband-now-defined-25-mbps-fcc-says/2015-01-29
http://www.fiercetelecom.com/story/broadband-now-defined-25-mbps-fcc-says/2015-01-29
https://www.newamerica.org/oti/the-cost-of-connectivity-2014/
http://scrawford.net/
http://www.amazon.com/Captive-Audience-Telecom-Industry-Monopoly/dp/0300153139


Today, Internet backbone connections 

tend to run at 40 Gigabits (Gb) per 

second, while 100Gb is becoming more 

common. That’s good, but that’s not good 

enough. Fortunately, new research 

projects point the way to the terabit (Tb) 

Internet. And we would like to ensure that 

Westchester is in the forefront of 

implementing terabit Internet technology. 

First, the California Institute of 

Technology (CalTech) has developed a 

laser that can quadruple internet speeds. The project’s chief scientist, Amnon Yariv, claims that this 

new improved laser is “capable of a 4x increase in the number of bytes-per-second carried by each 

channel” on existing fiber-optic Internet backbones. This alone would boost 40 Gbps backbones to 

160 Gbps. 

That’s good, but there’s faster coming. Instead of engineering a better laser, University College 

London (UCL) researchers set a new record of 1.125 terabits per second over fiber optic. They did 

this by using advanced digital signal processing (DSP) algorithms to optimize the signal to noise 

ratio (SNR) to maximize data throughput. 

According to lead researcher, Dr Robert Maher, “While current state-of-the-art commercial optical 

transmission systems are capable of receiving single channel data rates of up to 100 Gigabits per 

second, we are working with sophisticated equipment in our lab to design the next generation core 

networking and communications systems that can handle data signals at rates in excess of 1 terabit 

per second.” 

This is done by bonding fifteen separate data transmission channels into a single “super-channel.” 

Each channel contains data modulated using the 256 Quadrature amplitude modulation (QAM). 256 

QAM is the same modulation scheme that 802.11ac Wi-Fi uses to deliver 1 Gbps speeds. This isn’t 

just theory. The UCL researchers have shattered old record with a 15-carrier super-channel 

achieving the highest throughput (1.125 Tb/s) ever recorded using a single coherent receiver.  

What this means for you at your home or office is that by decade’s end the Internet backbone should 

be in place to deliver 20 Gbps 5G and 1 Gbps last mile Internet not just to major cities but to 

everyone. This is presuming, of course, that the local carriers will pay to upgrade their networks and 

our local Internet infrastructure. 

It is worth mentioning that all of the top-performing American cities in the New America 

Foundation’s Cost of Connectivity study are those that are disrupting the business for incumbent 

ISPs, such as Verizon, Time Warner Cable and AT&T. Remember Verizon’s $300 for 500 Mbps 

plan? In Kansas City, Google Fiber offers 1000 Mbps for $70 a month. Chattanooga, Tennesse also 

offers 1000 Mbps for $70 a month. If the incumbent ISPs are unwilling to upgrade their networks 

and our local Internet infrastructure, then local governments need to seriously consider facilitating 

disrupting their business. 

http://www.infonetics.com/pr/2013/2Q13-Optical-Network-Hardware-Market-Highlights.asp
http://www.infonetics.com/pr/2013/2Q13-Optical-Network-Hardware-Market-Highlights.asp
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-switch/wp/2014/03/17/how-a-laser-beam-could-quadruple-the-speed-of-the-internet/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-switch/wp/2014/03/17/how-a-laser-beam-could-quadruple-the-speed-of-the-internet/
http://www.gizmag.com/fastest-internet-data-rate-optical-ucl/41797/
http://www.gizmag.com/fastest-internet-data-rate-optical-ucl/41797/
http://www.zdnet.com/article/sk-telecom-and-ericsson-to-build-pilot-5g-network/


 

Might not be in 

the back of the bus 

But it sure feels 

just the same 

Ain’t nothing fair 

about welfare 

Ain’t no assistance in aids 

Ain’t nothin’ affirmative 
about your actions 

Till the people get paid 



They say two thousand zero, zero 
Party over, oops, out of time 

So tonight [we] gonna party like it's 1999 

In 1999 worldwide music revenue was $27 billion, in 2014 it had dropped to $15 billion. Most 

blame Napster for this decline, but if you dig deeper you will find that Wall Street and 

government policy are the actual cause of this steep decline in music revenue. 

Corporate culture is not conducive to developing musical talent. Chris Blackwell, founder of 

Island Record, quoted in The Song Machine by John Seabrook: 

I don’t think the music business lends itself 

very well to being a Wall Street business. 

You’re always working with individuals, with 

creative people, and the people your are 

trying to reach, by and large, don’t view music 

as a commodity but as a relationship with a 

band. It takes time to expand that 

relationship, but most people who work for the 

corporations have three-year contracts, some 

five, and most of them are expected to 

produce. What an artist really needs is a 

champion, not a numbers guy who in another 

year is going to leave. 

In 1983, 90% of American media was owned by 50 

companies. Today, six media giants control 90% of what we read, watch, or listen to. This has 

a profound effect on the music that we get to hear. 

This massive media consolidation was made possible by The Telecommunications Act of 

1996 that was signed into law by President Clinton. This Act allowed media cross-ownership 

and also allowed broadcast companies to own an unlimited number of radio stations. 

In 1953, the FCC established the 7-7-7 rule, one entity could not own more than seven AM, 

seven FM, and seven TV stations nationwide. In 1985, the 7-7-7 rule became the 12-12-12 

rule. In 1992, the 18-18-12 rule was established and in 1994, limits were raised to 20-20-12. 

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 dropped these limits and at one point Clear Channel 

(now iHeartMedia) owned over 1,200 radio stations nationwide. 

(Left to Right) Junior Murvin, Bob 

Marley, Jacob Miller, and Chris Blackwell 



 
Recognized as one of the most successful entrepreneurs in the nation, R. Donahue Peebles is Founder, 

Chairman and CEO of The Peebles Corporation, one of the country’s few national privately held real estate 

investment and development companies with a multi-billion dollar portfolio of projects in New York, 

Washington D.C., Philadelphia, Boston, Miami and Miami Beach. 

Peebles a former supporter and financial contributor to New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio, now believes 

that de Blasio doesn’t deserve a second term. Peebles says de Blasio has failed to follow through on a promise 

to improve the percentage of contracts the city awards to minority- and women-owned business enterprises, 

or MBWEs. He also feels de Blasio is being divisive when it comes to charter schools, which he feels are 

sanctuaries for poor black and Latino students in districts with low-performing traditional public schools. 

And Peebles believes relations between the police and community are still poor even after de Blasio ran on a 

campaign to improve the situation.  

Peebles, whose net worth is estimated at $700 million by Forbes, is an avid supporter of mentoring to expose 

youth to the value of entrepreneurship, as well as an active 

political supporter and fundraiser for local, state and federal 

campaigns of both major parties. He is currently the Chairman 

of the Board of the Congressional Black Caucus, serves on the 

Board of Directors of YMCA of Greater New York, Miami-Dade 

County Mayor Gimenez’s Business Roundtable, is a two-time 

former member of President Barack Obama’s National Finance 

Committee, and is former Chairman of the Greater Miami 

Convention and Visitors Bureau. 



We are a group of young adults who install, maintain, and 

promote the Red Hook Initiative Wifi network. Our main aim is 

to do outreach within the community, create partnerships with 

businesses and non-profit organizations relating to the network, 

and identify possible installation sites to place routers and 

antennas on. We are hoping to create a safe, digital environment 

that’s beneficial to the community while maintaining digital 

infrastructure and justice. We are also available for hire for home 

network problems and computer fixes.



 

In 2015, craft brewers produced 24.5 million barrels, and saw a 13 percent rise in volume and a 16 percent 

increase in retail dollar value. Retail dollar value was estimated at $22.3 billion, representing 21 percent 

market share. Yet, a recent Nielsen study commissioned by the Brewers Association found that while 

African-American drinkers compose 11.2% of the US population, they consume only 3.7% of the country’s 

craft beer. Compare that with the 80% of craft beer guzzled by whites, who make up 60% of the population. 

According to a New York Times article about Maggie Anderson, the author of Our Black Year, a study by the 

Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern University found that between half a million and a million 

jobs could be created if higher-income Black households spent only $1 of every $10 at Black-owned stores 

and other enterprises. Yet only a tiny fraction of Black buying power is spent at Black-owned businesses. 

Celeste Beatty with former New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg enjoying a glass 

of her best known beer, Sugar Hill Golden Ale. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/16/business/blacks-are-challenged-to-buy-from-black-owned-businesses-to-close-gap.html


Celeste Beatty, an African-American based in Harlem, 

spent the last 15 years bootstrapping the Harlem Brewing 

Company, which started as a one-woman operation in her 

123rd Street apartment. 

Now, with a multi-million-dollar investment in the works 

and a deal with the world’s largest retailer, she’s hoping to 

build a permanent home in her neighborhood — and put 

Harlem firmly on the craft beer map. 

In March, Beatty’s business got its biggest boost to date 

when Walmart started carrying her beer in its 39 New 

York area stores as part of a $250 billion commitment to U.S. manufacturing. “We were introduced through 

a supplier and followed up with a taste test,” Beatty said. 

She hopes the Bentonville, Ark.-based chain will consider stocking her brand in other states if it proves a hit. 

Either way, she expects a revenue boost of about 20% this year thanks to the Walmart deal. 

Next up, Beatty’s aiming to raise a $5 million investment round on the back of this momentum. She’s had 

commitments of $2.5 million so far, she said. “We have offers for the balance.” 

Beatty will put part of this capital towards building a brewery in Harlem itself: a space where she can create 

new infusions as well as teaching classes to would-be brewers. She has her eye on a particular property on 

12th Avenue, not far from her beer’s namesake Sugar Hill. Coincidentally, a 4,000-square foot beer garden is 

set to open nearby this spring. 

 



 

Chance The Rapper is the world's first truly independent artist. His new mixtape, Coloring Book, 

debuted in the Top 10 of Billboard’s 200 albums chart. It is the first ever streaming-exclusive album 

to make the list. The mixtape was released without the help of a label, and was only available in its 

first week as an Apple Music exclusive.  

“There’s no reason to [sign with a label],” Chance told Rolling Stone in 2013, making his mission of 

total independence clear. “It’s a dead industry […] What’s an album these days, anyways? ‘Cause I 

didn’t sell it, does that mean it’s not an official release?” 

After a year of promoting #SaveChicago to combat the city’s rising violence, Chance received 

Chicago’s Outstanding Youth of the Year Award. He responded by headlining social efforts including 

an open mic night series and Warmest Winter project – a charity providing over 1,000 sleeping bags 

that turn into coats for Chicago homeless. 

 



Malcolm Gladwell’s David and Goliath: 

[L]egitimacy is based on three things. First of all, the people who are asked to obey authority have to feel like they have 

a voice—that if they speak up, they will be heard. Second, the law has to be predictable. There has to be a reasonable 

expectation that the rules tomorrow are going to be roughly the same rules today. And third, the authority has to be 

fair. It can’t treat one group differently from another…. 

[W]hen the law is applied in the absence of legitimacy, it does not produce obedience. It produces the opposite. It leads 

to backlash. 

A New York Times article reported on the NYPD’s 

Juvenile Robbery Intervention Program (J-RIP) 

created by Chief Joanne Jaffe: 

The New York City Police Department has embarked 

on a novel approach to deter juvenile robbers, 

essentially staging interventions and force-feeding 

outreach in an effort to stem a tide of robberies by 

dissuading those most likely to commit them. 

Officers not only make repeated drop-ins at homes and 

schools, but they also drive up to the teenagers in the 

streets, shouting out friendly hellos, in front of their 

friends. The force’s Intelligence Division also deciphers 

each teenager’s street name and gang affiliation. 

Detectives compile a binder on each teenager that includes photos from Facebook and arrest photos of the teenager’s 

associates, not unlike the flow charts generated by law enforcement officials to track organized crime. 

Gladwell continues: 

Now, why was Jaffe so obsessed with meeting her J-RIPpers’ families? Because she didn’t think the police in 

Brownsville were perceived as legitimate. Across the United States, an astonishing number of black men have spent 

some time in prison. (To give you just one statistic, 69 percent of black male high school dropouts born in the late 

seventies have done time behind bars.) Brownsville is a neighborhood full of black male high school dropouts, which 

means that virtually every one of those juvenile delinquents on Jaffe’s list would have had a brother or a father or a 

cousin who had served time in jail. If that many people in your life have served time behind bars, does the law seem fair 

anymore? Does it seem predictable? What Jaffe realized when she came to Brownsville was that the police were seen as 

the enemy. And if the police were seen as the enemy, how on earth would she be able to get fifteen- and sixteen-year-

olds—already embarked on a course of mugging and stealing—to change their ways? She could threaten them and 

warn them of the dire consequences of committing more crimes. But these were teenagers, stubborn and defiant by 

nature, who had already drifted into a life of crime. Why should they listen to her? She represented the institution that 

had put their fathers and brothers and cousins in prison. She needed to win back the respect of the community, and to 

do that, she needed the support of the families of her J-RIPpers. 

Kids playing football with then NYPD Housing Bureau Chief 

Joanne Jaffe [now Community Affairs Bureau Chief] at PSA 6’s 

National Night Out event at the Grant Houses in Harlem. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/03/04/nyregion/to-stem-juvenile-robberies-police-trail-youths-before-the-crime.html?pagewanted=all


International nonprofit Black Girls CODE has established a permanent presence in New York 

City with an office at Google's Chelsea headquarters. 

The San Francisco-based organization, which connects young 

girls of color to opportunities in technology, will take 6,000 

square feet at Google’s base at 111 Eighth Ave. The two 

groups celebrated the partnership at a launch event 

Wednesday. 

"This office marks a new chapter," said Black Girls CODE 

founder Kimberly Bryant in a statement. "Black Girls CODE 

is spearheading a movement to provide girls of color with the skills they’ll need to succeed in 

the future, and having a home in New York City is an essential part of that goal." 

 

Black Girls CODE founder Kimberly 

Bryant speaks at launch event at 

Google's headquarters. 



 

 

Black Girls Code Los Angeles 



Robert Smith is the second wealthiest African-American and is number 268 on the Forbes 400 list. He is the 

founder, chairman, and CEO of Vista Equity Partners, one of the best performing private equity firms of the 

last 15 years, yet certain people refuse to invest in his funds because he is Black. 

Vista currently manages equity capital commitments of over $14 billion and oversees a portfolio of over 30 

software companies that employ a combined approximately 30,000 employees worldwide. Mr. Smith has 

delivered investors a staggering 31 percent average annual rate of return since founding Vista in 2000. A 

consulting firm that tracks the industry, reports that Vista’s third fund returned $2.46 for every dollar 

invested, better than every other big fund raised between 2006 and 2010, the boom years for private equity. 

The firm has acquired more than 110 companies and never lost money on an investment, according to people 

familiar with its performance. Yet despite Vista’s impeccable track record, Mr. Smith, one of the few Black 

private equity titans, says he has faced an uphill battle to get some investors on board. At times, he has felt 

the unspoken pressure to work twice as hard to get half the respect of his peers, especially in the clubby 

world of private equity. The issue, he believes after decades in finance, is his race. 



Mr. Smith’s rise — from newly desegregated Colorado classrooms to the top of private equity rankings — is a 

little-known Wall Street success story, shaped by epochal changes in civil rights, technology and finance. 

And his success, in spite of long odds, has inspired him to take a counterintuitive approach to managing 

investments and hiring. 

Instead of stripping out costs from the companies it acquires, Vista usually adds sales and engineering talent. 

And instead of searching for candidates with Ivy League degrees and prestigious internships, Vista looks for 

workers who have leadership potential and innate analytical abilities. 

Using a personality test first developed by IBM that gauges technical and social skills, as well as a candidate’s 

interest in the arts and humanities, Vista assembles a decidedly unusual work force. The firm used the test to 

pare down more than 125,000 job applicants and offered just 6,000 jobs, often to unlikely candidates. 

One of Vista’s best software salesmen used to be a roofer. Another previously worked at a Verizon store, and 

went to making $240,000 a year, from $22,000. In Iowa, a pizza deliveryman took the Vista aptitude test, 

got an A, and was offered a job paying $43,000 annually. Not only are many of these workers less expensive 

than their better-credentialed peers, but to Mr. Smith, they are often more driven to succeed. And employing 

them, he believes, provides a social good. 

“We find those kind of people and put them to highly productive use for decades,” Mr. Smith said. Vista says 

turnover at its companies is the lowest in the software business. After Vista acquires companies, Mr. Smith 

says, they release more reliable software more frequently, customer satisfaction rises and profitability 

improves. And most Vista companies have 25 percent to 60 percent margins, he adds. 

And while many buyout shops strive for diverse portfolios, owning everything from energy companies to 

theme parks, Vista is content to specialize in software, and focus on a diverse work force. Black, Hispanic 

and Asian men and women occupy leadership roles across the firm and its portfolio companies. It is all part 

of Mr. Smith’s push to repair the damaged reputation of his industry. 

“Everyone thinks that private equity is very transactional: Buy a company, do some financial engineering, 

and sell it,” he said. “We’re looking to transform the culture of that company, transform the way they think 

about themselves and the industry they serve.” 

What Vista is doing is also very profitable. “Right now our returns are better than Warren Buffett’s,” said Mr. 

Smith, 51, without going into specifics because Vista 

was in the process of raising money for its next 

fund. 

But when many people meet Mr. Smith for the first 

time, they find not a brash money manager, but an 

effusive intellectual with a passion for engineering. 

Bill Haack, founder of Zywave, first encountered 

Mr. Smith in 2008. Vista wanted to buy his firm, 

which provided insurance software. They met over 

dinner in San Francisco. Instead of discussing 

revenue projections, however, Mr. Smith wanted to 

talk science. 

“He started talking about quantum mechanics,” Mr. 

Haack remembered. “And everything he said made 

sense.” 

Hope and Robert Smith with ballerina Misty Copeland 

and her sponsor at American Ballet Theatre, Valentino 
Carlotti. Photographer: Amanda Gordon/Bloomberg 

 



Had any mustard greens, cowpeas, buckwheat, kidney beans, barley, or millet lately? If not, 

you should be considering these crops as part of your diet. 

Food is more than individual ingredients—it’s a web of interconnected systems. Hence, we 

should follow the example of our ancestors and start eating the produce that the earth wants 

to give, instead of demanding that the earth cough up the items on our grocery lists. 

This is what Dan Barber argues in his book The Third Plate. Dan is the executive chef and co-

owner of Blue Hill, a restaurant and working farm in Pocantico Hills, New York. There is also 

a Blue Hill restaurant in Greenwich Village. As Dan writes in his New York Times Op-Ed: 

Today, almost 80 percent of Americans say sustainability is a priority when purchasing 

food. The promise of this kind of majority is that eating local can reshape landscapes 

and drive lasting change. 

Except it hasn’t. More than a decade into the movement, the promise has fallen short…. 

Big Food is getting bigger, not smaller. In the last five years, we’ve lost nearly 100,000 

farms (mostly midsize ones). Today, 1.1 percent of farms in the United States account 

for nearly 45 percent of farm revenues. 

 

POCANTICO HILL, NY – SEPTEMBER 24: U.S. First Lady Michelle Obama, Colombian First Lady Maria Clemencia Rodriguez De 
Santos (2nd R), Haitian First Lady Elisabeth D. Preval (R), and Executive Chef of Blue Hill restaurant Dan Barber (4th R) talk with 
students from JFK Magnet School and Pocantico Hills Central School at Stone Barns Center for Food and Agriculture on 
September 24, 2010 in Pocantico Hills, Westchester county, New York. The visit is part of the First Lady’s healthy eating program. 
(Photo by Hiroko Masuike/Getty Images) 

https://startuptown.files.wordpress.com/2015/06/barber-obama.jpg


 

We can train local people to feed our 

school children healthy meals. 

Let’s follow the example of DC Central Kitchen, where they prepare nearly 
6,300 healthy, scratch-cooked breakfasts, lunches, and suppers each day for 
children at 10 public and private schools in Washington, DC.  They are 
proving that healthy, scratch-cooked meals can be enjoyable for children, 
affordable for school districts, and valuable for teachers who need children to be 
nourished and focused. 

 
President Barack Obama checks in on First Lady Michelle Obama and daughters Sasha and Malia as they prepare 

burritos while  

https://startuptown.wordpress.com/2014/10/07/robert-egger/


"I believe, from 38 years of ministry, 

that ministry is contextual. It depends 

on the context you're in. So if I'm 

ministering in a context of those who are 

poor and struggling in life, I'm going to 

teach them of God's abundance, I'm 

going to teach them of God's prosperity 

in their life, and I'm going to teach them 

how to discipline their lives and believe 

God for a better quality of life. This was a part of the promise," Pastor A. R. said 

in October at the Movement Day Global Cities conference held at the Jacob Javits 

Center. Bernard is the founder of New York City's largest evangelical 

congregation, the Christian Cultural Center. 

Bernard's theology should not be confused with the controversial prosperity 

gospel to which he doesn't subscribe. "I do not subscribe to the notion that 

somehow wealth and spirituality are tied together. Because if that was true, then 

someone like Donald Trump would be considered very spiritual," Bernard told 

New York's Power 105.1 morning radio program in May. "That's a falsity and yet 

there are my colleagues in ministry, especially over the last 45 years ... [who] have 

pushed this notion that to be wealthy is to be spiritual, they're synonymous. 

That's not true because it sells a pipe dream to people, most of them struggling to 

be where that preacher is." 

In an address to a global audience representing 95 countries at the closing 

ceremony of the Movement Day Global Cities conference, Bernard was 

unapologetic about teaching God's prosperity to the poor in his comments about 

how the Church needs to contextualize ministry to respond to culture. 

"If my context is in a community of those who are wealthy and powerful, I'm 

going to teach them and preach to them about their responsibility for their 

brother and being their brother's keeper, for those who are less fortunate, and 

that makes a lot of sense," he added. 



 

A. R. Bernard is the Founder, Senior Pastor and CEO of Christian Cultural Center (CCC) 

located in Brooklyn. CCC is a ministry and not-for-profit 501c(3) organization, that currently 

has over 33,000+ members and sits on an 11.5-acre (45,000 m2) campus.  

He is also the President of the Council of Churches of the City of New York representing 1.5 million 

Protestants, Anglicans and Orthodox Christians. He sits on the NYC Economic Development Corporation 

Board, served on NYC School Chancellor’s Advisory Cabinet and Mayor Bloomberg’s 2001 Transition Team. 

After decades of teaching and counseling couples, he is releasing his new title -4 THINGS WOMEN WANT 

FROM A MAN. The book highlights the four vital qualities women want in a man―attributes that lead to 

a successful and rewarding relationship. Having witnessed the trial, tribulations and challenges of couples 

for decades as a pastor, not to mention his own marriage of 44 years, Bernard has developed a perspective 

and expertise on the subject he is now ready to share with the world. Studies show that 85 percent of all 

relationships and 50 percent of all marriages will fall. One book may change all that. 

 

http://www.arbernard.com/www.cccny.net/
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At Army Airborne Training there is a call and 

response: 

Sergeant: What do you want to be? 

Trainee: AIRBORNE! 

Sergeant: How far are you willing to go? 

Trainee: All the way and then some Sergeant 

Airborne! 

Sergeant: And far is that? 

Trainee: Sick lame and lazy, and Airborne 

crazy Sergeant Airborne! 

At New Ro Magazine, we understand that the new 

model of advertising and branding demands that 

companies improve public life and satisfy the needs 

of our higher sacred selves. 

New Ro Magazine creates real innovation and real value for local families and businesses by 

understanding people as human beings, not consumers. The basic idea is to build a close 

personal relationship based on quality, service, friendship, loyalty, and communications. 

And, not based on deceptions. 

Google and Facebook are advertising companies, nearly all of their revenue comes from 

advertising. Yet, they are not very good advertising companies in the sense that the best 

advertising in based on emotional connections. This is not well understood in Silicon Valley. 

The Oct/Nov issue will be: 

Circulation: 500 
Size: 8.5" x 11" 

Page Count: 30 or 32 

Material: 80lbs Gloss 

Binding: Saddle Stitching 

Advertising rates : 

Full page: $205 

½ page: $110 

¼ page: $60 

Business card: $35 

Contact: Terrance Jackson (914) 563-3375  
 terrance.jackson17@gmail.com        StartUpTown.wordpress.com 



 


